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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 February 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) \Z\ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 13 July 2007 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
02/08/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. The rejection of Claim 1 -5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Lutz (US Patent No. 5,832,051) is hereby maintained. 

4. The rejection of Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Flohr et al. (US Patent No. 6,381,487 B1) is hereby maintained. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 02/08/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicant presented the argument that Lutz did not teach the 
detecting the static cardiac time phase based on the correlation data between the 
heartbeat information and the static cardiac time phase that are previously determined 
to each subject. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Lutz discloses, "determination of 
the measurements interval AM of each cardiac phase per rotation" (Col 5, Line 22-24). 
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Lutz is not just determining the cycle time of the patient but determines the 
measurement interval of each of the cardiac phase which is correlated with the trigger 
signal [based on heartbeat information R-wave] (Col. 4, Line 42-58 & Col. 5, Line 48- 
53). The Applicant asserts the same argument for Flohr. The Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. As the Applicant stated on Page 8 of the Remarks, "only those data that 
were acquired during a resting phase are employed for the image reconstruction". 
Flohr is looking for the static cardiac time phase [resting phase] and using heartbeat 
information [mechanical movements of the heart] correlated to the ECG signal {for 
detecting the resting phase} (col. 4, Line 8-22). The Applicant asserts that Flohr does 
not teach calculating an integrated value of a CT value and selecting a sample 
tomographic image with a smaller fluctuation of the integrated value of the CT value. 
Flohr teaches the summation [integration] of the projections which results in an error 
criterion [CT value] (Col. 5, Line 17-36). Flohr teaches using the error criterion as a 
threshold and projections below [smallest fluctuation] are selected and assumed to be 
registered during the resting phase of the heart (Col. 5, Line 41-44). The Applicant 
asserted that Flohr does not teach detecting a static time phase with a small amount of 
motion artifacts in a predetermined portion of the subject based on heartbeat 
information acquired in association with the projection data and generating the 
tomographic image by reconstructing projection data corresponding to the detected 
static time phase. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. The Examiner believes the 
claim is broad enough to interpret the determining of the resting phase and the static 
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cardiac time phase as analogous. The Examiner contends that if the claim read "time of 
the static cardiac phase would be different than the detected resting phase. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELENE BOR whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2947. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 8:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/H. B./ /Eric F Winakur/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3768 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3768 



